patient said of her own accord that she had not felt so well for years, and that the " heaviness " over the heart and chest had completely gone.
On August 25 Wassermann's reaction was negative.
For this case the exhibitor was indebted to Dr. Abraham and Mr. J. G. Pardoe. Albuminuria after the injection was not common, and when present was only slight and transient.
The exhibitor wished to draw attention to the cardiac distress, "heaviness," praecordial pain, and irregularity in the heart's beat, to the disappearance of which the patient called his attention after the injection. So frequent were these symptoms in late acquired syphilis, although infrequently complained of, that the exhibitor suggested their value in diagnosis. The Wassermann's reaction usually became negative between the third and fourth weeks after the injection.
CASE II.
A girl, aged 15, developed the usual signs of congenital syphilis soon after birth, the mother having acquired the disease two years before. Later the child had double interstitial keratitis, which disappeared under treatment, to be followed by cutaneous gummata over the left thigh and leg, which had resisted prolonged oral administration of mercury. The gumma on the thigh was deep, circular, and about 21 in. in diameter; on the anterior surface of the tibia were multiple sores, the base of some reaching as far as the periosteum and bone; there was a great deal of evil-smelling discharge, and it was almost impossible to keep the ulcers clean. The patient received 0 3 grm., and except for a little pain and a rise of temperature to 1000 F., which lasted till the next day, she suffered no inconvenience. On the second day the ulcers already showed signs of healing, and within ten days they had completely healed, no other treatment having been added. The patient also said that she felt very much better. The Wassermannn's reaction remained positive, irrespective of the cure " 606 " had brought about.
The persistence of a positive reaction in congenital syphilis, even although the case had been systematically treated, brought up the point as to whether a positive reaction was always indicative of active syphilis. Before the question could be answered definitely more experience with " 606 " in the congenital form must be acquired.
The exhibitor was indebted to Mr. R. C. Elmslie for the case.
CASE III.
A male, aged 28, contracted syphilis in August, 1908, and commenced treatment with pills in September, by which time the secondaries had fully developed. The patient continued with his treatment until July of this year, when he was admitted with ulceration of the nose, fissuring of the tongue, elephantiasis and ulceration of the lower lip, and gummatous ulcers on both shins. The patient received 0 45 grm., and two days later the nose was no longer red, the ulcers had begun to heal, and on the third day the lip had reached its normal size, and within fourteen days every ulcer had completely healed. The patient had keloids where syphilitic papulo-pustules had been, and even these showed some improvement after the injection. On September 13 the nose broke down again, so a second injection of 0 5 grm. was given, but although the second dose was larger, it did not exert such a marvellous action as the first had done; the ulcer healed after fourteen days, but the redness never quite disappeared, and it looked not unlike breaking down again.
There was no doubt in the exhibitor's mind that an immunity had been produced, which prevented the full action of any subsequent injection; such being the case, it was mllost important to give a big dose the first time. The exhibitor had had the same experience with another case, in which an ulcer on the nose refused to heal under a larger second injection. The exhibitor had had. no mishaps, and of 12,000 cases which Ehrlich had to hand, not one had developed optic neuritis.
Captain HARRISON, R.A.M.C., remarked that in view of the local reaction and the consequent pain and tenderness on pressure, it was important to choose a site which would be least likely to be pressed upon. A somewhat extended experience with the injection of anti-typhoid vaccine, which was also succeeded by a local reaction, had led him to suggest the injection of " 606 " into the subcutaneous tissues overlying the pectoral muscles, and this site had been adopted in the latter cases which had been treated with "Hata" at the Military Hospital, Rochester Row. The result has been that, as the site of the injection had not been pressed upon when the patient was lying in bed, there had been considerably less discomfort when the local reaction occurred than in the cases where the injection had been made into the back. He would like to ask Mr. McDonagh whether he had remarked that in cases where the manifestations of the disease were particularly localized to one region, the injection had been followed in about twenty-four hours by a reaction at the place where the spirochaetes had been more particularly active. The question was suggested to him by two cases which he had seen at the Rochester Row Hospital: in the first, a case of gummatous iritis, there had been severe pain in the eye, attended by considerable injection of the conjunctiva, twentyfour hours after the injection; in the second, a case of cerebral syphilis, the injection had been followed by very severe headache. In both of the cases the pain had gone in a few hours and both had ultimately done very well, and he suggested that possibly the temporary increased severity of the symptoms might indicate an increased activity of the parasites immediately preceding their death.
Complete Albinism in a Girl aged 6, with Total Absence of Pigment in the Skin, Hair, Choroid and Iris. By J. M. H. MAcLEOD, M.D.
THE hair of the scalp was long, soft, and silky, pure white in most places, with here and there a whitish-yellow tinge. The glabrous skin was white or slightly pinkish, and the pupils of the eyes were deep pink, and the iris a lighter greyish-pink from the absence of pigment and the colour of the blood-vessels shining through. There was marked photophobia and nystagmus. The child was otherwise healthy, and did not appear to be backward mentally. There was no history of a similar
